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bodies and senses since at the time of pralaya all the
souls exist Undistinguishable from inanimate matter. By
His free will the Lord made the prakrti modify and produce
mahat, ahamkara and the indnya-s (sL 41). Cruelty
and partiality cannot be attributed to the Lord if we
find the world in which we live, full of inequality and
misery. The peculiar past acts (karman} performed by
the individuals in their previous births shduld alone be
held responsible for their misery or happiness in the
present life. The Brahmasutra and the Brhadaranyaka
upanisad are in support of this view.107 (sl. 42).

Parasara here anticipates the objection that the Lord's
dependence on the past karma-s of the individual souls
does not contribute to His independence. Parasara answers
by citing four analogies: (1) The agent of an action such
as a potter, is independent in so far as the production
of the pot is concerned, although he has to depend upon
a number of auxiliaries like water, wheel, stick, etc.,
(2) A person who enjoys certain comforts of the physical
world is also deemed to be independent regarding the
enjoyment, notwithstanding his dependence on his own
physical body; (3) A ruler is considered to be independent
in matters of favouring or punishing his dependents
although he has to depend upon the behaviour of the
people concerned; and (4) A donor who is willing to
offer gifts upon the needy and is thus independent, still
has to depend upon those people who come to him.
In other words his quality of charity becomes meaningless
if nobody comes to him for favour. Still this cannot be
construed as impairing the independence of the donor.
In the same manner, the independence of the Supreme
Being cannot be supposed to be undermined although
He acts according to the karman of the beings concerned
(sl. 43).